19. Trong modt cudc dua
chi€n mi xa, Thai t& da
chién thing do6i thi gidi
nha't nudc. Mic dau 1an dua
tai ndy doi hdi cac doi thu
phdi tranh diu cat luc
nhung Thdi t& vin diéu
khién con nguga minh mot
cdch nhe nhang. Con ngua
Thdi t& cling tan lyc gidp
Théi t& thing trdn, b&i vi
chinh né cling mudn Thaitk
thing tran.

19. There was a chariot race, which the prince had won against the
toughest rival in the country. Although a compitition of this sort required
that the participants struggle very hard for victory, yet the prince treated
his horse gently. The horse, in return, also exerted its full strength and with
all its mighty helped the prince to become the victor. For the horse, too,
felt that the prince should be only a winner, not a loser.



20. Thai t& khong nhitng an
can v6i ngua clia minh ma
con an cin véi tit ca ching
sanh khac. Mic du la Thai
t, nhung sudt ddi chang
chua hé bi€t dén mot ndi
khd hay mot chuyén dau
long. Nhung 1ong tir bi lam
cho chang gidc ngd ring tat
ca sinh vat, ngudi hay thu,
déu ao u6c hanh phic va sd
hii dau khoé.

20. The prince was gentle not only to his own horse, but he was kind also
to all other animals. Being a crown prince, Siddhartha had never
encountered suffering and misery in his life. But his sympathetic nature
made him aware that all creatures, whether people or animals, equally
desire happiness and detest suffering and pain.

21. Lic 1én tdm tudi, Thai
t di thé hién long tir bi
dé. Bat ¢t & noi nao hay
hoan cdnh nao, chang
khong nhitng ludn tranh
lam hai ching sinh, ma
con hd trg ching sinh gidi
théat khdi dau khd. Thiduy,
c6 1an Thdi t& thdy mot
ngudi hiu dang dip mot
con rin, chang lap tic
ngin can va khuyén anhta
dung dap né.




21. At the age of eight, the prince began to show, in his conduct, a
particularly merciful nature. In any place and on whatever occasion, he
avoided doing anything harmful to any creature; on the contrary, he tried
to succor any suffering creature. For example, one day the prince saw one
of his attendants beating a snake with a rod. He immediately stopped the
attendant, exhorting him not to beat it.

22. Mot ngay no, chang dang
choi v6i miy ngudi ban,
trong d6 c6 ngudi anh em
ho 1a Thai t¢ Pé Ba Pat
(Devadatta). Tanh tinh cda
bé Ba Pat Pa khic hin
tdnh tinh chang.

22. One day, Prince Siddhartha was playing with his companions in the
palace garden. Many of his young companions were also playing there.
Among them was Prince Devadatta, a cousin of Prince Siddhartha, whose
personal character was entirely different from the Prince.



23. Thai t& TAt Pat Pa rat
nhda nhdn va lich su, trong
tam chang tran ddy long tir
bi. Ngai khong bao giG dp
bitc ai ma ludn gidp dd
nhitng ngudi b1 dan d4p.
Thai t& Dé Ba Pat Pa 1a
ngudi ac doc, ghen ty va
hi€u s4t. Mot hom, oOng
mang cung tén d€ bin
ngdng bay. Mot con ngdng
bi bidn tring vdo cdnh va
roi xudng dat. N6 bi thuong
niang va to vé dau dén.

23. Prince Siddhartha was genial and polite, and his heart was full of
mercy and benevolence. He never oppressed others, but often helped the
oppressed. Prince Devadatta was cruel and jealous and fond of killing.
This day Devadatta was carrying his bow and arrows, shooting the flying
swans for fun. One swan was shot in the wing and fell to the ground. It was
badly wounded and appeared to be in much pain.

24. Th4i tt TAt Pat Pa lap
tiic chay t6i va bong ngdng
1én, 14y tén ra; chang 1dy 14
dip 1én vét thuong dé mdu
ngiing chdy rdi nhe nhang
vudt ve né. Thdi tf P& Ba
bat Pa gian dit budc tdi
giat 14y ngdng dong thdi la
1én doi Thai t& Tat Pat Pa
trd lai con ngdng.




24. Siddhartha quickly ran up to the swan, which he picked up; removing
the arrow from its wing, he wrapped the wound with cool leaves to stop the
blood and softly patted its body. Devadatta angrily stepped over to him,
intending to snatch the swan, at the same time yelling at Siddhartha,
demanding that he return the bird to him.

25. Bat k€ sy doi hdi, Théi
td TAt Pat Pa nhat dinh
khong trd lai con ngdng.
Chang néi: “Néu ngdng
ché&t thi né c6 thé thudc vé
ngudi bin nd; con né séng
thi thudc vé ngudi chim
sé6c.” Thdi t& Pé Ba Pat
Pa cii lai: “T6i bin né roi
xudng, né thudc vé toi.”
Cudi cung, Thai tr Tat
Pat DPa dé nghi: “Ching tahiy
dem sy vi€éc nay lén HOi
ddng si trong nudc quyét
dinh.” Pé Ba Pat Pa dong
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25. Under no conditions would Prince Siddhartha return the wounded bird
to him. He said: “If the bird had died, it would probably belong to the
shooter; but as long as it is still alive, it naturally belongs to the saver.” But
Prince Devadatta insisted: “I shot the bird down, so it belongs to me”
Finally Prince Siddhartha suggested: “Let the scholars of the country settle
this argument at a conference.” Prince Devadatta agreed to this.



26. Vao ding ngay cdc hoc
si c& nuSc hdi hop dé ban
qudc sy, cAu chuyén con
ngdng dugc dem ra xit. Mi
ngudi mdt ¥, cé hoc si nghi
ring ngdng thudc vé Tat
bat Pa vi chang cdu va
chim s6c nd. SO khédc lai
nghi ring Thdi tif kia dudc
quyén giit ngdng, bdi vi
anh bin n6 diu tién. Mbi
ngudi déu cé 1y 1& riéng
ctia minh.

26. On the day when scholars were to gather and confer on various
matters, there was plenty of dispute about the problem of the swan. They
all had different opinions. Some said the bird should belong to Prince
Siddhartha because he had saved its life. Some, on the contrary, believed
that Prince Devadatta should have the bird because he had brought it
down. Everyone seemed to have his own reason for choosing one point of
view or another.



27. Cudi cing mdt hoc si tré
ditng 1én dong dac tuyén bd:
“T4t cd sinh vat thudoc vé
ngudi ciru giip va bdo vé
sinh mang chit khéng phai
ngudi gi€t hai ching. Vi thé,
trong truong hdgp nay, con
ngdng bi thuong thudc vé
ngudi citu mang nd, tic Thai
tir Tt Pat Pa”.

27. Finally, a young scholar stood up, loudly proclaiming, “All living
creatures belong to those who saved or guard their lives, not to those who
damage their lives. In fact, this wounded bird shall belong to its saviour,

that 1s, to Prince Siddhartha™.



28. TAt cd hoc si trong Hoi
Péng déu doéng y véi 19i
phit bi€u cda vi ndy, moi
ngudi quyét dinh ngdng
thuoc vé Thdi t¢ TAt Pat
Pa vi chang 1a ké citu sinh
mang né. Tu d6, Thai t&
Tat Pat Pa ti€p tuc chim
séc ngdng cho dén khi lanh
lin. Chang thd né bay vé
ring d€ song mot cudc
song tu do va hanh phic
gifta dong loai. TU ngay
do,

Pé Ba Pat Pa bit dau cim ghét TAt Pat Pa va hoach dinh Am muu hai
chang.

28. The conferring scholars all accepted the statement made by their
young colleague, unanimously deciding that the bird belonged to Prince
Siddhartha, for he was the one who had saved its life. So Prince Siddhartha
carefully nursed the swan until its wound had completely healed. Then he
set the bird free to fly back to the forest to live a free and pleasant life
among its own kind. From that day, Prince Devadatta began to hate Prince
Siddhartha and intended secretly to plot against him.



29. Trong nudc An P9, moi
ngudi déu biét ring, ta't ca
nhitng nhu ciu trong ddJi
song hing ngay déu bit
ngudn tr rudng dit. Vi thé,
ho tin tudng ring chuyén
cay cdy va trong trot 13 mot
cong viéc quan trong nhit,
c6 ich cho dit nudc va con
ngudi. Vi th&, mdi c¢6 1€ Ha
Pién. Mdi nam, vua va cac
triéu than déu tham du 1&
ndy vao mua gieo giong.

: i, : : Ho ty minh cay rudéng va
gieo giong de lam gu’dng cho nhan din dé ching té6 cho nhian din biét
chuyén cay rudng va trong trot khong phdi 12 mot nghé ha tién ma 12 mot
nghé cao ca.

29. Every one of these Indian people knew that everything they needed
came from the soil, and, therefore, they considered the tilling of the soil
and the producing of food as their most important work, labor which would
benefit the country as well as themselves. Hence, a yearly practice was
observed in which the king and his ministers all went to the fields in person
to take part in a tilling and plowing ceremony at seedsowing time in order
to set an example for the people, showing them that plowing the soil and
growing crops was not demeaning work, but, was on the contrary, a very
glorious work that one could do.



30. O xtt Ca Ty La Vé, khi
gin cudi he, miia cdy  rudng
| bitdau. Vua Tinh Phan va
" triéu thAn bt dAu c& hanh 18 Ha
diéntai  ngoai 6 thanh phd.
Mdi nim mdt 1an, 1& nay dugc

cr hanh mo6t ciach long
trong. TAt cid dan ching
trong thanh phd déu tdi
xem vua cay rudng va
tham du ti€éc tung. Ngay
nay, Thai tr TAt Pat Pa
cing di theo Vua Tinh
Phan du 1€.

30. In Kapilavastu, the end of the summer marked the season for the
farmers to start tilling. King Suddhodana and his officials customarily led
the Royal Tiller Festival outside the city. Every year this was a big
ceremony. The people of the city all came out to see the King plowing the
land and to enjoy the very colorful feast. On this day also, Prince
Siddhartha accompanied King Suddhodana to the ceremony.



31. Vua la ngudi mé dau 1&
Ha Pién. Ngai bd xudng dit
bing mot Iudi cay bing
vang, quian thian theo sau
dung céc Iudi cay bing bac.
Cudi cung, 1a tirng do6i nong
din dung luGi cay thudng.
Khi dit cing dudc cudc vd
ra thi hat gidng méi dudc
gieo

31. The King began the ceremony in the field. He raised a gold,
beautifully decorated plow and began to plow the land. A group of
officials followed him, plowing the land with silver-decorated plows.
Finally, there came the farmers, two in a row, using their own plows. The
stiff brown mud was loosened and was then ready for seeding.

32. Vao gid ngo trai, doan
tly ting cda Thdi t déu
vui vé tham du tiéc, dé
Thai t& lai moOt minh.
Chang budc d&€n mot gbc
cdy Jambu, ngdi xudng,
tinh tdm, xa ly nhitng tu
tudng khong thuc t€ va bit
diu suy nghi: “Vua cling
: triéu than va nhin dan

déu t6i du 18 Ha dién, bay gio
thi ho vui vé an tiéc.”




32. At lunchtime, the attendants of Prince Siddhartha all went to enjoy the
feast, leaving the prince alone. So Prince Siddhartha walked by himself to
the shade of a thriving Jambu tree, sat down, quietly calmed his mind by
expelling all its wrong thoughts, and began to contemplate: “The King, the
officials, and the farmers are here to hold the Royal Tiller ceremony, and
now they are happily feasting.”

33. Trau dudc dung tin lyc
dé kéo cay, lam dat cing
tr6 nén x8p hon. Trong
ching khong vui vé chit
nao. Ching mét dut hoi. Di
nhién chiing rdt khd nhoc.
Trong Iic d6, moi ngudi hi
ha dn tiéc, con ching thi
kéo cay thay ho. Lim khi
vi khong dugc hai long,
ching bi de net va quit
bing roi rit dau dén.

33. But those oxen did not seem to be happy at all. They had to exert a
force greater than their physical strength to pull the plows and to break the
hard earth. They toiled so much that they could not stop panting. Obviously
they were not happy. While the people here were enjoying themselves
today, they all had to do hard work. And if, occasionally, they were to do
something not quite up to their masters’ expectations, harsh threats and
merciless whips would fall on them.



34. Thai t& con d€ y dén
hoat dong cia nhitng thd
vat chung quanh minh.
Chang thdy mot con ky da
tr dudng nit dudi dat bo
ra, dép cdc con kién dang
bo chung quanh. Lat sau,
modt con rin bo tdi mod
ngay dau con ky da Ay dé
dn lai. Rdn nudt song ky
da. Cing ngay lic d6, Thai
td con ngac nhién hon khi
thdy mot con diéu hau tir

A A ~ ~ < 2 2 N N PN .
trén khong bay xudng, mo con ran, xé né thanh tirng manh va nuot chirng.

34. The prince also noticed the activities of various other creatures around
him. He saw a lizard, which was crawling out from a crevice in the earth,
catching and eating working ants with its tongue. Shortly afterwards, a
snake approached, killed the lizard by biting through its head, and
swallowed it. Just at this moment, the prince was astonished to see a hawk
suddenly descend from the sky, seize the snake, tear it apart and eat it.



35. Mot 1an nita, Thai t&
ngdi nghi sAu xa hon va ty
hdi: “Van vat song véi
nhau trong c6 vé tdt dep,
nhung lai c6 mot khia canh
xdu xa bi che khudt bén
trong.” Cudi cung, Thai t
y thifc rd rang ring: “Mic
du gid didy minh dang rat
hanh phic, nhung lic nao
cling ludn c6 sy hién dién
ciia mdt niém dau khé 16n
lao bao phu ching sanh.”
. Tuy tré nhung suy niém
that siu sic, chang k&t luan: “Sy s6ng clia moi vat déu quan trong nhu
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nhau, khong c6 su phan biét thip hén”. Chang da dic sd thién.

35. Siddhartha again went into deeper thought and began to question
himself thus: “If things are like that, then is it not the case that, that which
is said to be beautiful in life, will also certainly hide ugliness behind its
back? At last the prince came to realize that although he was very happy
now there was however a kind of most great suffering, that was always
covering mankind and all beings. At the time Prince Siddhartha was still
young he was able to have such profound thoughts and to attain to the state
of non-differentiation regarding all things and enter into the First Dhyana.
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toan sinh mang déu ludn ludn sg dau kho.

36. Khi 1& Ha dién va tiéc
ting chim dit, doan ty
ting méi nhd lai Thai td.
Ho voi vang tim ki€m va
thdy chang ngdi bat dong
nhu tugng da dudi chan cay
Jambu. Ho ddnh thirc chang
va thong bdo ring vua dang
tim chang vi di dén gid vé
cung. Trén dudng hdi cung,
Thdi ti tran diy long tir bi
do6i véi ching sinh. Chang
nghi mudn loai muén bdo

36. When the Royal Tiller ceremony and the feast were over, the
attendants began to think of the prince. They rushed back to him and found
the prince sitting motionless under the Jambu tree like a stone statue. They
awakened him and told him that the King was looking for him for it was
time to go home. On the way, Prince Siddhartha was filled with
compassion for all creatures, because every single creature, in the course
of keeping itself alive, has to struggle constantly against pain and

suffering.



