37. Bi€t ring Théi t ¢6 y
dinh di tu d€ tim cAu chan
ly, vua rat lo 4u. Ngai s¢
ring n€u khong triét tiéu y
dinh nay, rit c6 thé con
minh sé rdi vua bd nudc,
khi d6 s& con ai k€ tuc ngai
vang. Ngai nghi ring diéu
duy nhat d€ thay d6i y dinh
ctia Thai t& 1a lam cho ddi
song ctua Thai tf trong
cung di€én thodi mai va
sung suéng hon bdi phan.

moi.

37. Knowing that the Prince had thought of seeking ultimate truth troubled
King Suddhodana. He feared that if such thoughts were not eliminated, the
prince probably would soon leave him and abandon the country, and then
there would be no one to inherit the throne. He felt that the only way to
change the prince’s mind was to double the joy and pleasure available to
him in the royal palace. To achieve this end, his first plan was to construct
three splendid new palaces.



38. Cung di€én thd nhit
dugc xay bing gb huong.
Bén trong n6, khong khi
4m 4p, tién nghi. Pay Ia
cung dién d€ Thdi t& cu trd
trong mua dong. Cung dién
tht hai danh cho mua he,
xdy bing cdm thach dinh
bong. Cung dién thd ba xay
bing gach, mdi mau xanh.
Pay 1a cung dién d€ sdng
trong mua mua. Vua Tinh
Phan ra 1énh x4y thém
By vudn ngy uyén quanh ba
cung dién nay. Mdi khu vudn déu c6 nhiéu ao sen mudn sic. Nhu vay,
Théi ti¥ c6 thé khuay khda cdi ngua hay di dao hoic 1am gi tiy thich.

38. The first palace was built of fragrant wood. Inside the air was warm,
and everything was designed for maximum comfort. This was the prince’s
winter palace. The second was the prince’s summer palace, which was
built of polished marble. The third palace, built of brick, had a green-tiled
roof. This was the prince’s lodge in the monsoon season. King Suddhodana
also ordered that a beautiful garden be built around the three palaces,
which was to have many ponds containing lotus plants of various colors.
Thus the prince could take a walk or a horseback ride or do whatever he
enjoyed most.



39. Thoi gian thim thodt
troi qua, Thai tf TAt Pat
Pa da trd thanh mdt thanh
nién tudn td. Thé nhung
moi xa hoa vat chit ma
vua cha cung cip déu vo vi
d6i v6i mot Thdi tt khong
ngirng traim tu. Vua tudng
ring nhitng diéu minh
lam s€ tao thém hanh phic
cho Thdi tr, nhung that ra
khong c¢6 chit hiéu qua
nao.

39. The years went by very quickly, and Prince Siddhartha had now
become a young man. All the material pleasures the King had bestowed
on him turned out to be valueless to the contemplative prince. The King
had thought that his actions would make the prince happy, but everything
proved to be in vain.



40. Vua lién hoi hop cic
triéu thin d€ tham van.
Ho mudn ngiin cidn Thai tl
bd ngdi vua, xuit gia tim
dao d€ thanh mot vi gido
chu, nhu 161 tién doédn cua
dao si Asita. Quan than dé
nghi ring: “Phuong phdp
tot nha't dé€ gitt Thai ti 1a
chon trong nudc mot thi€u
nit thit dep va lam
&thanh ~ hon cho chang. Mot
khi  Thdi t& tin hudng hanh

[S—

do6 Th4i tf s& theo ¥ cha va thira k& ngdi vua trong tuong lai.”

40. He then summoned his ministers to a meeting, asking them if there
were any other means to prevent the Prince from abandoning his position
as potential leader of the country to become a religious teacher, as the old
sage Asita had predicted. The officials offered their opinion: “The best
way to hold the prince is to seek out the most beautiful girl in the land and
have the prince get married to her. Once the prince has experienced the
sweetness of married life, he will choose nothing else. Then he will follow
your intention and take over the throne in the future.”



Thdi t¢ vé nhitng m§ nhan nay.

41. Vua cho ring dé nghi
clia quan than rit ding nén
Ngai truyén 1énh tuyén cédc
thi€u nif ¢c6 nhan sic trong
nuéc dén yét ki€n Théi
tai xit Ca Ty La Vé. Trong
ngay tuyén my nit 4y, cic
thi€u nit s& dugc yéu ciu
budc dén trudc mit Thai ti
d€ nhian mot tdng phéfm.
Con nha vua ra 1é€nh mot
doan triéu than xuit sicdén
tai hoang cung d€ quan sit
ky ludng khuynh huéng cia

41. The King considered the suggestion offered by the ministers as alright.
Then he ordered that the selection of the most beautiful girl in the country
to take place. On the particular day decreed for the selection, all
candidates had to come to the city of Kapilavastu. Each of them was
required to walk in front of the prince and would receive a present from
him. The King also ordered a group of highly intelligent officials to be
stationed in the place where the beautiful girls were to pass before the
prince. Their duty was to observe carefully which girl the prince liked best.



42. Pé&n ngay tuyén my nif,
cdc giai nhin trong nudc
déu di qua truc mit Théi
t¢. Nhan sic ho cuc ky
diém 1&. Mbi co6 déu rat vui
twdi vd cdm thdy vinh du
dugc nhin ting phim do
chinh tay Thdi t& trao. Khi
céc cd trd vé chd, ho déu lo
ngai minh khong dugc Thai
to vira y.

42. On the day of the beauty contest, candidates from all over the country
passed, one after another, in front of the prince. They were all very
beautiful. Each of them received a present directly from the hand of the
prince. The girls were all very happy and felt honored to accept a present
from the prince. However, when they returned to their groups, they all
began to fear that they might not be pretty enough.



si€u nhan.

43. Céc c0 y thitc dugc ring
Th4i tr Tat Pat Pa khic
hin cdc thanh nién khic.
Chang hoan toan khong dé
y t6i nhan sdc clia ho. That
ra, tuy Thdi t& dich thin
trao ting phim cho cic co,
nhung rong long chang
khong ngdét nghi d&én nhitng
chuyén khdc quan trong
hon nhan sic hay déng di.
Ho biét ring Thai tb
khongphdi 1a mo6t ngudi
tam thudng ma 13 mot

43. For they felt that, Prince Siddhartha was unlike other young men, he
had not paid attention to their beauty at all. Indeed, the prince had handed
a present to each of the girls, but his mind, all the time, appeared to be
centered on some other thing, which was much more important than the
smiling appearances and beautiful and voluptuos bodily movements of the
girls. And that was why some of girls said that when the prince had handed
them presents, they felt that he was not an ordinary human being at all,
but, on the contrary, that he was a celestial being.



44. Tung doan my nif cling
vdi din, tit cd ting phim
déu di dugc ban ting thé
ma Thdi t& vAn ngdi yén
ling, trAim ngidm. Vira ldc
moi ngudi tudng ring phian
nhin qua la xong thi dot
nhién mot cod gdi thit dep
voi va ti€n tdi. CO ndy dén
muon.
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44. The line of girls had almost come to an end, and the presents were all
given away. The prince still sat calmly, thinking about other things.
Everyone thought that the last contestant had come before the prince and
received her present, but suddenly a beautiful girl entered hastily, for she
had arrived late.



45. Khi nang budc tdi, triu
thain dé y thdy Thai tif td
vé ngac nhién. Giong nhu
nhirng ngudi khdc, nang
cling cii dau then thing
budc d€n trudc mit Thai
td. Sau khi di ngang qua
chang, nang nhin lai, mim
cudi va hédi: “Ngai ¢c6 mén
qua gi ban ting cho thi€p
khong?” Thai t&¢ trd 10i:
“T6i xin 10i, tAt cd ting
phim déu dudc trao ting.
Viy namg c6 th€ nhin mén
qua nay khong?” N6i xong, chang
bén cdi sgi ddy chuyén vaing méng manh ciia minh xudng rdi deo 1én tay
nang.

45. When this girl entered, the observers noticed that the prince was
somewhat astonished. Like the other girls had done, she also walked
before the prince, bashfully with bowed head. But after she had passed by,
she looked back smilingly and asked: “Any present for me?” The prince
replied: “I am really sorry, but all the presents are gone. However, you
may have this” And he took from his neck an exquisite golden chain and
wound it about the girl’s arm.



