93. Sau khi x4dc nhin tin
tdc nay, vua Bimbisara t6i
chin ndi Pandava dé mdi
Sa mon Tat Pat Pa t6i cu
trd tai thi d6 d€ vua cé thé
cung cip thuc pham va tién
nghi sinh hoat hiing ngay.
Nhung Sa moén khéo 1éo tur
choi véi 1y do la: “Trudc
khi dat dudgc muc dich, toi
khong thé & lai mot chd bat
c ndi nao.” Vi th€, vua
Bimbisara mong gédp lai Sa
mon sau khi Ngai tim dudc

chin ly. Vua mong ring sau khi Sa mén dic dao, Ngai sé tr§ vé thii do

trudc nhat @€ @6 vua va dan ching.

93. Having this knowledge, King Bimbisara went to Pandava Hill and
invited Siddhartha to stay in his capital city, where it would be very
convenient for the King to offer him food and all the necessities of life.
But Siddhartha graciously declined the invitation, saying: “ I cannot
remain in one place before realizing my goal and aspiration.” So King
Bimbisara made an agreement with Siddhartha to the effect that when his
aspiration of perfect enlightenment was realized, he would come first to
the city of Rajagrha to instruct and enlighten King Bimbisara and his

people.



94. Sa mon ro1 Rajagrha di
dén noi cdc tu si tAp trung
gin chian ndi. Trén dudng
di, Sa mon thay bui tir trén
ndi bay xudng mit mgd dong
thdi nghe tiéng chan tha
chay lao xao. P&n gin hon,
Sa mon thdy mdt dan ciru
va dé dang ti€n dén trong
d4m khéi bui d6. Chiing bi
lua vé thanh phd. Theo sau
dan dé ctru, c6 mot chd ctru
non dang tap ténh té 1én té
xudng rang chay theo dan,

chin né dang chdy mdu. Sa mdn d€ y theo ddi con ciru non va ciru me di
phia truéc rat lo 1ing, clru me khdng ng6t quay diu lai nhin con minh, tAm
hon Sa mon tran ngap 1ong tir bi.

94. One day Siddhartha left Rajagrha to go to the foot of the mountain
where many hermits and sages dwelt. On the way, he saw dust falling
down from the mountain amidst the pounding sound of animal hoofs.
Going closer, he found a large flock of sheep and goats moving along like
a bank of clouds. They were being helplessly driven toward the city. At
the rear of the flock, a little lamb was straggling, limping along painfully,
its leg wounded and bleeding. Siddhartha noticed the little lamb and its
mother walking in front of it constantly looking back in deep concern for
her offspring. His heart was filled with pity.



95. Sa mdn lién b€ con ciru
non 1én, vudt ve nd nhe
nhang, r6i di theo dan th.
Khi gdp ngudi chan ctru, Sa
mon hdi: “Ong dua biy
thi ndy di ddu? Thudng
thudng ching di vao budi
t01, tai sao 6ng dua chiing
di vao budi trwa.” Ong ta
trd 16i: “HO6m nay vua dang
t6 chifc mot 1& cing long
trong, ching t61 dugc 1€nh
dua t¢i thanh phd mot trim

con citu vd mot trim con dé vao khodng trwa.” Sa moén Tat Pat Pa noi:
AL~ . N A 2 (N A 2, A N ~
“To1 s€ di cung 6ng.” Tay am ctru, Sa mOn budc vé thanh pho.

95. So Siddhartha took the little lamb with the wounded leg up into his
arms, gently fondling it while walking along behind the flock. When he
saw the shepherds, he asked: “Where are you driving this herd to? They
should normally be driven back in the evening ! Why do you drive them
back at noontime ?” They shepherds replied: “The King is holding a big
sacrifice today, and we have been ordered to bring one hundred sheep and
goats each to the city at noontime.” Siddhartha said: “I’ll go with you.” He
carried the little lamb in his arms all the way to the city.



dudgc

96. Theo sau lung dan ctru,
khi t6i thanh phd, Sa mon
di thing t6i Hoang cung,
Vua va céac tu si theo dao
thd Itta dang tung kinhtrudc
ban thd véi mdt ngon Ia to
dang chdy. Ho dang chuin
bi gi€t cdc con thd vira
dua tdi. Ngay ldc d6, vi chd
t€ cia dao thd lka dang
dua dao 1én dinh chit dau
con citu dau tién, Sa mon le
lang budc tdi, ngdn Ong ta
lai.

96. Walking behind the flock of sheep, Siddhartha reached the city; then
he went toward the palace, where the sacrifice was being held. The King
and a group of priests of the fire-worshipping cult were chanting hymns,
while a big fire was burning on the altar. They were about to kill the flock
of sheep as a sacrifice, but when the leader of the fire-worshippers raised
his sword to sever the head of the first sheep, Siddhartha quickly moved up

and stopped him.



97. V6i mot thai dd cao ca
nhung nghiém trang, Sa
moén ngin cdn hanh dong
i€t ngudi clia chi t&, khan
thi€t kéu goi nhitng ngudi
tham dy hday cham dut 1€
cing nay. Sa mdn giai
thich cho vua Bimbisara
ring: “Xin Bé Ha cim
nhitng ngudi cing Ita giét
hai sinh mang cta cdc con
thi dang thuong nay:” Sau
d6, Sa mon giai thich cho

nhitng ngudi thd I¥a: “Mang song clia tit cd mudn loai déu qui bau vo
ciing. Ai mudn tiéu diét né nén bi€t ring khi bi diét, mang song khong thé
tré lai dudc”. Sa mon con gidi thich cho nhitng ngudi tham du 1& ciling
ring: “TAt cd moi con thd déu c6 mang sdng nhu con ngudi, déu tham sinh
iy tif nhu con ngudi. Tai sao ching ta lai dung stc Iyc dd man nay d6i véi
nhitng con vat hién 1anh? N&i dau khd vé sanh gia bénh chét rdi ciing sé&
tu nhién nhu ta. Ta khong nén tudc di sinh mang qui gid cia ching.”

97. In a grave and solemn manner, Siddhartha stopped the action of the
leader of the fire-worshippers and persuaded the participants to
discontinue the ceremony. He said to King Bimbisara: “Your Majesty !
Don’t let this worshippers destroy the lives of these poor animal.” Then he
pointed out to the worshippers themselves: “ Life is inconceivably
precious. Those who want to destroy it should realize that once it is
destroyed it can never be recovered.” Siddhartha also spoke to people who
were standing as witnesses to this event: “All living creatures cling to life
just like human beings. Why should people exert brutal force upon these
friendly animals ? The suffering of birth, old age, sickness and death will
naturally take away their beloved lives.”



98. Sa moén ti€p tuc gidi
thich: “N€u ta mudn dugc
nguoi thuong yéu, xin hay
thuong yéu trudc, bédi 1€,
theo ludt nhin qud, nhiing
ai diét mang song ngudi
khac thi trong tuong lai, sé&
phdi trd nd bing chinh
mang sdng minh, tifc s& bi
ké khac diét lai. N6i tom
lai, n€u ching ta mudn
song sung sudng trong
tuong lai, ching ta nhat

dinh khong nén lam hai sinh mang cia ching sinh. B&i vi, nhitng ai gieo
giong Au sau, dau khd, thi s& nha't dinh git qui d6.

98. Siddhartha continued: “If human beings expect mercy, they ought to
show mercy, for, according to the law of cause and effect, those who kill
will, in turn, be killed. In short, if we expect happiness in the future, we
must do no harm to any kind of creature whatsoever. For whoever sows
the seeds of sorrow and agony will undoubtedly reap the same fruits.”



99. Khi gidng giai chan 1y
cho vua va cho cdc tin d6
than 1ta cuing dan chiing &
thanh Rajagrha, thai do
cia Sa mdn Tat Pat Pa rat
on ton va nhd nhin, diy
long tr bi, nhung khong
thi€u tinh manh mé va
cuong quyét. Sa mon
chuyén héa hoan toan y
dinh va niém tin cda vua
va nhitng ngudi thd Ida.
Vua Bimbisara yéu ciu Sa
mon & lai thanh phd dé

day dan chiing vé 1ong tir bi vd vé€ sy chim séc thid vat.” Sa mon té 1ong
tri 4n sdu sic vé yéu cau dé, nhung vi chua dat chdanh qud, mdt 1an nira,
ong khoan hoa tir chdi va rdi thanh phd.

99. The manner in which Siddhartha spoke to the King, the fire-
worshippers and the people of Rajagrha was peaceful and elegant and full
of compassion yet, at the same, forceful and determined. He completely
changed the intention and belief of the King and the fire-worshippers. So
King Bimbisara again asked Siddhartha to stay in his country to teach the
people to be merciful and to protect animals. Siddhartha was deeply
grateful to the King for his offer, but since he had not yet attained his goal
of complete enlightenment, he once again graceful declined the invitation
and departed.



100. Sau khi tir gid thanh
phd Rajagrha, Sa mon di t6i
ndi cu ngu cda tu si Arada
Kalama. Ong nay 13 mot
hoc si ndi ti€ng nhat thdi do,
da sdng 1ap nhiéu trudng véi
dd cdc mdén hoc. Sa mdn &
lai v61 Arada Kalama va
hoc hdi siéng niang dudi su
chi din cia Arada. Khong
bao lau, hoc thdc va kha
ning cua Sa mdn did ngang
tAm vdi thay. Sa mon da cé

kha ning phi thudng va diay dd dic hanh, xitng ddng 13 dé t& cda vi hién
nhan I6n tudi nay. Thay Arada cdm thdy ra't vui mirng.

100. Leaving Rajagrha, Siddhartha journeyed on toward the place where
Arada Kalama the sage, lived. Arada Kalama was one of the best known
scholars of that time, who had founded many institutes for learning of all
kinds. Siddahartha stayed with Arada Kalama and studied very diligently
under him. Soon his knowledge and capability could be favorably
compared to his teacher’s, and he became recognized as a prominent and
virtuos disciple of the old sage, a situation which made Arada Kalama

very happy.



101. Mot ngay no, Thay
Arada Kalama bdo Sa mén
TAt Pat Pa ring: “GiJ day,
con di hoc hét moi diéu
thiy biét. Ki€n thifc gifta
thiy va trdo khong con sai
biét. Con hday & lai gidp
thay day hoc.” Sa mon hdi:
“Bach Thay, Thay con c6
diéu gi dé day con khong?
Thay c6 thé day con tranh
khoi cdi vong gia, bénh,
chét khong?”. Thay Arada
Kalama khong tra 15i dudc

vi d3 day cho Sa mon TAt Pat Pa moi diéu minh biét.

101. One day Arada Kalama said to Siddhartha: “Now you know
everything that I know and are able to teach as well as I can. What I know
you know equally well. There is little difference between us. Stay here
and help me teach the students!” Siddhartha asked: “Don’t you have
anything else to teach me, Master? Can’t you tell me how to escape from
old age, sickness and death?” Arada Kalama made no reply, for he had
taught Siddhartha all that he knew.



102. Nhitng diéu Thay
Arada Kalama day Sa mon
TAt Pat Pa tém lai chi tap
trung trong pham vi tu tap
thién dinh, tinh tAm, tiéutr
vong thifc (tc‘thién dinh
trong hu khong’) va rdi tu
tai trong dai dinh d6. Tuy
nhién, bac tri tu¢ naykhong
hoan toan rét rdo. Tri tué
nay khong thod min Sa
moén vi n6 khoéng tra 15i
dugc cAu hdi vé van d

>

sinh

ldo, bénh, t, cdu hdi luén luén 4m anh trong tim tudng Sa modn. Vi ly do
d6, Sa modn cudi ciing phai tir gid minh sw mot 1an nita d€ tim ngudi ndo cé
tri tué cao hon Arada Kalama va c6 thé day minh nhiéu hon.

102. What the sage Arada Kalama had taught Siddhartha consisted mainly
of the knowledge of meditation, the way to make the mind very tranquil in
order to eliminate all consciousness about existence in any realm
(Akimcanyayatana), and then how to remain in the joy of samadhi. But this
kind of knowledge was neither thorough nor ultimate. It failed to satisfy
Siddhartha, for it did not provide an answer to the problems of life and
death, old age and sickness that had constantly occupied his mind. For this
reason Siddhartha finally departed again to seek someone who might have
higher knowledge than Arada Kalama and who would be able to teach him
more.



103. Cudi cung, Sa mon
nghe doén ring c6 mot hién
nhin gia tén Udraka
Ramaputra, tri tué va dao
dic vo song. Ong ben  t6i
bai ki€n Udraka
Ramaputra d€ trd thanh dé
t¢ Ngai. Sa moén hét siic
hoc hanh cho d&n khi tri
tué va tai ning clha Ngai
tuong duong vGi su phu.
Ngai Udraka rat thuong
mén Sa modn, hét sic né
phuc kha niang va tri thong

minh ctia Ngai. Ong khuyén Sa mon & lai d€ trg gidng cho cic dé ti.

103. Later, Siddhartha learned that an old sage named Udraka Ramaputra
had profound learning and a highly virtuos character. So he approached
Udraka Ramaputra, became his pupil, and studied and practiced devotedly
until his knowledge and capability were equal to his master’s. Udraka
Ramaputra also became very fond of Siddhartha, admiring his intelligence
and talent, and urged him to stay and help him teach his disciples.



104. Nhung Sa mdn TAat
bat Pa khong hoan toan
thod man v6i nhitng dicu
Thiy Udraka day, mic dau
nhitng diéu dé siéu viét
hon cla thdy Arada
Kalama. Thuc tip Vvéi
Udraka Ramaputra, Sa
mon hoc dudc ciach dinh
tinh tam tri 1a ‘kh6ng con y
thitc moi vat chung quanh,
moi niém suy nghi hay moi
cam gidc cia minh’. Pat
dudc bac thién dinh nay

thi khong ai khing dinh dudc minh ton tai hay khong con tdn tai (tic bac
dinh ‘phi tudng phi phi tudng’, modt canh gidi vira ‘khdng c6 y thic’ vira
‘khong phai 1a khong cé y thitc’, tifc 12 mot cidnh gidi ma sy tdn tai song
song clia hai sy that hoan toan trdi ngudc nhau: mot cdnh gidi tuyét doi
khong c6 thdi gian va khdng gian). Dau dat dudc bac thién nay nhung vin
khong ai gidi quyé&t dugc van dé sinh t& ludn ludn hién dién. Vi thé, Sa
mon TAt Pat Pa r5i trudng hoc cia minh s Udraka Ramaputra. K€ tir day
ong quyét dinh khong di tim ki€m va hoc hdi long vong khip ndi nita, ma
ty minh tim chin 1y bing tri tué sdn c6 ctia minh.

104. But Siddhartha was not completely satisfied with Udraka
Ramaputra’s teaching. What he taught was, indeed, higher than Arada
Kalama’s teaching had been. Practising with Udraka Ramaputra enabled
one to silence ones mind so that he could be completely detached from all
things, ideas and feeling. In such a mental state one could hardly say that
one existed nor could one say that one did not exist (Naiva-samjna-
nasamjnayatana). Even so, one still could not clearly understand the ever-
present problem of life and death. Therefore, Siddhartha left Udraka
Ramaputra’s place also, and now he decided to stop visiting and learning
here and there, around and about, but to search for the ultimate truth by
means of his own wisdom and effort instead.



105. An Do thdi d6 ciing
nhu hién nay, cé rat nhiéu
Sa mén theo nhiéu thit dao,
ho tit bd gia dinh tu tip khd
hanh. Ho tin tudng ring,
néu nhin d6i va hanh xdc,
ho s€ tdi sanh trén thién
dudng, s€ dugc hudng lac
muon ddi, va ho con tin
ring chiu khd cang nhiéu
trén ddi nay, thi ddi sau
trong tuong lai, ho s€ dudc
qud  bdo mo6t cudc
songsung  sudng hon. Vi
th€, ho diing dd thit phuong phdp hanh thin hoai thé, chiu khd vo cling.

105. In that era, just as in modern times, there were many sramanas of
various cults in India who renounced their families to practice asceticism.
They believed that, by starving themselves or tormenting their physical
bodies, they would be reborn in the heavenly states amid eternal pleasure,
and that the more they suffered during the present life, the more pleasure
they would be rewarded with in the future. So they practiced hardship by
indulging in all kinds of tough and strenuos acts.



C6 nhiéu ngudi nim trén ban diy dinh.

106. C6 rat nhiéu tu si thuc
hanh kh6é hanh, #in mdi
ngay mot it dan, cho dén
ldc khong 4n gi ca. Cd thé
ho chi con xudng vdéi da.
C6 nhiéu ngudi ding yén
ling bing mdt chin, ké thi
dwa mot tay chi trén trdi
cho dén khi mau khong con
chdy, lam cho tay ho khd
khan tan tit. Cé nhiéu ké
chum hai tay lai cho dén
mong tay ho moc xuyén
long ban tay qua bén kia.

106. Some of them gradually reduced their daily food intake till they were
eating almost nothing at all and became only skin and bones. Some stood
silently on one foot. Some raised one of their hands, pointing to the sky
until poor blood circulation finally dried and crippled their arms. Some
clasped both hands tightly together and never loosened them, so that the
fingernails completely penetrated the palms and grew through to the back
of the hands. Some of them slept on boards pierced and fully covered with

sharp nails.



107. Sa mdn Tat Pat Pa
cling tht nhitng phuong
phidp nay dé€ trd thanh mot
tu si khé hanh. Ngii tin
tuéng ring néu Ngai chiu
khd thém, Ngai s& chic
chin dat chdnh gidc. Vi
th&, khi Ngai t6i lang Uruvilva
trén con dudng di téi nuSc
Magadha, Ngai thdy mot
ndi yén tinh, dit bing ciy
thinh, gdin mot dong nudc
lanh, cich lang Senani

khong xa, va Ngai c6 thé di khat thuc. Ngai quyét dinh & lai d€ tu khd
hanh biing di moi phuong phép.

107. Siddhartha did try, in various ways, to become an ascetic. He thought
that if he increased his hardship to a certain degree, he would most
certainly become enlightened. So when he came to Uruvilva on his way to
Magadha and found there a nice quiet place with level ground and lush
trees, cool water flowing in a nearby stream, and a Senani Village not far
away where he could to go for alms, he decided to remain at that place to
practice austere asceticism, using many special techniques.



108. Lic d6 ¢6 nam ngudi
cung Ngai tu hanh:
Kaundinya (Kiéu Tran
Nhu), Bhadrika (Bat Dé),
Baspa (Ba Su Ba),
Mahanama (Ma Nam Cao
Loi) va Asvajit (At Vé).
Ho trd thanh Sa mon va
theo Ngai t6i lang
Uruvilva, ndi quin sidong
trai. Ho tin tudng ring
Ngai sé tu hanh dic dao.
Khi dat chdnh gidc, Ngai

di nhién sé& truyén thira lai cho ho.

108. At that time there were also five other persons_ Kaundinya,
Bhadrika, Baspa, Mahanama and Asvajit_ who had become sramanas and
followed Siddhartha to Uruvilva. They believed that Siddhartha would
finally attain enlightenment by practising asceticism with such complete
devotion, and that when he became enlightened he would naturally teach
them, as his disciples, what he had attained.



